[False aneurysm of the lateral superior genicular artery. A complication after the implantation of a knee prosthesis].
Arterial complications after total knee arthroplasty are rare. If the formation of a false aneurysm does occur, it usually affects the popliteal artery. We report the case of an 77 year old female with a false aneurysm of the lateral superior genicular artery. The patient was suffering from gonarthrosis and received a duocondylar knee replacement without resurfacing of the patella. Postoperatively, she reported anterior knee pain and a revision of the joint with lateral release was carried out. In the third postoperative week, a painful swelling in the lateral and superior aspect of the knee occurred. A scintigraphic investigation with enrichment in the early period was misinterpreted as infection. Ultrasonographic and angiographic investigations gave the right diagnosis of a false aneurysm. In the same angiographic investigation, the aneurysm could be cured by coil embolisation. The interval between the operation leading to the problem and the formation of the aneurysm, as well as the low incidence of this complication, made it hard to diagnose. Ultrasonographic and angiographic examinations allow for proper diagnosis in cases of unclear painful swellings. When dealing with an arterial complication following total knee arthroplasty, a specialized radiologist or vascular surgeon should be consulted immediately.